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Abstract: Objective To observe the methylation status and mRNA expression of PTEN, RASSF1A in the
peripheral blood of thyroid nodule patients and to explore the relationship between these genes and the clinical
characteristics. Methods Methylation-specific PCR(MSP) was used to detect the hypermethylation status
of PTEN, RASSFI1A promoter in the peripheral blood from 46 cases of nodular goiter, 34 cases of thyroid
adenoma, 24 cases of papillary thyroid carcinoma(PTC) and 30 healthy controls. The mRNA expression
of PTEN and RASSF1A was tested by reverse-transcription polymerse chain reaction. Results (1) The
methylation rates of PTEN, RASSF1A between thyroid adenoma, PTC and normal controls had significant
difference (P<0.05). (2) The positive mRNA expression rates of PTEN and RASSF1A between thyroid
adenoma, PTC and normal control had significant difference (P<0.05). (3)The methylation status, mRNA
expression of PTEN and RASSF1A in PTC were correlated with lymph node metastasis (P<0.05), and were
not correlated with age, gender, size of nodule. Conclusion The hypermethylation, and hence functional
inactivation of tumor suppressor genes PTEN, RASSF1A are common in peripheral blood of thyroid tumors,
which play an important role during the occurrence and development of thyroid tumors.
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W RN, HEIR S Rk S I Re g il S 8t
TR AL P 1AL R R A K. 3R
Mg fL2F EEAL G . DNAFILL | BB, Y
o A B AR TS S i i A e
H, B LIRS L 2 MUE SR DNART AL, 404
Jir g B PRI sl DX 25 FRORA R A es B R S s+ X
i3 BE RS N AP S IR B iR 21 21
HJPTEN ( phosphatase and tension homolog deleted
on chromosome ten ) . RASSF1A (ras association
domain farmily 1A ) JEK 5 8+ H FEALKF i
FECAHRIA, T OC T 45 19 M FUIR SR 0 A0 1
ARSI A il o ASBIF5E R F R AE RS S PCR
( methylation specific PCR, MSP ) FllJz #5t—%
W5k v (reverse transcription polymerase chain
reaction, RT-PCR ) &, X255 AR IR 7 b 1
HATHESE, RVTPTEN, RASSFIAJEN J5 )+ F ik
A S mRNA TR 54515 P AR B Z (B OE 2R

1 #ERE5HE
1.1 #FEX5

W AE2007—20 1 1AF ] P 5 7y B R4 Sk =
2F e 55— B I B B sii2 10 10451 25715 P HUIR AR
SR R e AN R . e FR AR AR 3441 ( BiRoE
M), Hrehl, L18fl, 4Fir16~69% , A4
1%39% 5 ZE T HEHUR IR IR46] (Z5H41) , 18
i, 28, 4EWR23~714, HfiAER42% s 2k
IRHVIRIRIE (papillary thyroid carcinoma, PTC ) 24
B (HUEAL) , B3, 114, 4Hi%13~68%,
HFALAEIR 464 Hid AT S50 b B 45 4 R & 9 9],
DL EiR B3 2 B SE . D3 AN EOR H Ak b X
fa FREARKS & 3001 X HRAL, & & 150, ik
21~52%, HfiAER40%
12 Lk
1.2.1  AMEIMDNASRE 32455 B U =2 i
PkbedEimn4 ml, Hrp2 mHFHFEIEHFLGIDNA, 5
A02 mIHTFAM A bk A 525 . i AL TIAN-
GEN/A ] (1 1f 7 5L K 2H DN A SR BUR 77 £:DP-318,
FEHLINDNA
1.2.2 DNAHRALEM FEZ DNA Methylation-
Gold Kit3H R:fbi7 & (S£EZYMO RESEARCH
ANE]) HE A TR DNA RS T B iR S Ak A B
afifk, -20°CoKFEIRAER .
1.2.3 WAL SEPCR ( MSP) §714  PTEN,
RASSFIAH AL 5|9 5EH AL 519 )7 5 2 1

SCHk[4-5], WL, 5l¥hInvitrogen/y ®G R,

PTEN., RASSFIA PCRIZ MK ZI25 ul, bRl
Y4 oR0.5 pl, HIEAEF IIDNAS ST ul.

PTEN PCRY 344544 95°CTIALNES min, 95°C 45 s,

57°C 30 s, 72°C 30 s. 33fFH, 72°CLEffi10 min,

RASSF1A PCRY 3 54 : 95°CHIZAZEYEL0 min,

95°C 30s, 60°C 30s. 72°C 30s. 35fFFR, 72°CHE
5 min,  FH2%ZBEWHEE M HL UK A THI

=Rl FHREPCREARAGIMFT. HEKR/NM

Tablel Primer sequence, fragment size in PCR

Prmier = Prmier sequence(5’—3’) Fsrii%g;;r)lt

PTEN- F: GGTTTCGGAGGTCGTCGGC 155
MSP(M) R: CAACCGAATAATAACTACTACGACG

PTEN- F: TGGGTTTTGGAGGTTGTTGGT 173

MSP(U) R: ACTTAACTCTAAACCACAACCA
PTEN-RT F: ACCAGTGGCACTGTTGTTTCAC 286
R: TTCCTCTGGTCCTGGTATGAAG

RASSFIA-F: GTGTTAACGCGTTGCGTATC 93
MSP(M) R: AACCCCGCGAACTA AAAACGA

RASSFIA- F: TTTGGTTGGAGTGTGTTAATGG 105
MSP(U) R: CA AACCCCACAAACTAA AAACAA

RASSFIA- F: TCCTGCAAGGAGGGTGGCTTC 347
RT R: TGGTGCGACCTCTGTGGCGACTT

B-actin  F: CGCGAGAAGATGACCCAGAT 550

R: GCACTGTGTTGGGCACTGTGTTGG
Notes: PCR: polymerase chain reaction; MSP: methylation specific

PCR; M: hypermethylation; U: unhypermethylation; RT: RT-PCR;

F: Forword; R: Reverse

1.2.4  AMAMLERNASREL A cDNAG A, TRIzol—
AL PRI S RNA B W B e H VR A 5
RNAR 2N, DI BUY S RNA MR, %
8 sl M-MLV RTHEEUAG & ( 3 Invitro-
genAH) ) UL 5T FcDNAG 1.
1.2.5 RT-PCRA  PTEN, RASSFIAJE[A
SIF 5 2 BOCER[5-6], WAL, 51 3 E In-
vitrogen’/A F] & i, PTEN, RASSFIA Jz i {4 %
Bo25 pl, ETRUFSIY4&1.0 pl, cDNAYN
5.0 ul, PTEN PCR 4" #44504: 94°CHIZZYE3 min,
94°C 30's, 54%C 305, 72°C 45s. 3375, 72C
FEff110 min, RASSFI1A PCRY HE45/4: 93°C s
PES min, 92°C 45 s, 60°C 45 s, 72°C 45 s, 335
PEIR, 72°CHEMH10 min, LJB-actinfFPCRIAFR INZ
W 2% R W ERE I v DA
1.3 SEiteFhik

K HISPSS17.048 22 3 A AT Bl ab B, R
FHVU A8 TR R 7 K 30 RO B A 55, 43 B 52 5
2 5% REZHE PTEN . RASSF1A LR H 5L Ak 22 71| 2
mRNAFFRIKEN, LIP<0.05HZESA L FE X,
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2.1 PTEN., RASSFIAKL[H 3 3h 1 X H Kefk 545
I FR BRI 5 R o bt

PTEN, RASSF1AH EAbZAE H el o5 oh
33.3%. 45.8%; BRI N17.6%. 20.5%; %5
H}10.8%., 13.0%. HIEE4IPTEN, RASSF1A
H AL R B S T A P4 . AR A s L rp
PTEN. RASSFIAH AL 30051 5XF A oA, 2
S G E X (HP<0.05) 45 2H 5%
HEFIGIFRE L, WEIL,

PTEN gene
M m u m u M
- > -
- [ B
- . . -y
- > -
1 2 3 4

M: 50bp DNA ladder; 1,2: PTC; 3,4: control; m: hypermethylation of
PTEN; u: unhypermethylation of PTEN; PTC: papillary thyroid carcinoma

RASSF1A gene
m u m u m u
- ——
m
M 1 2 3 4 5 6 M

M: 50bp DNA ladder; 1,2: PTC; 3,4: thyroid adenoma; 5,6: control;
m: hypermethylation of RASSF1A; u:unhypermethylation of RASSF1A
Bl ZHHERIRRERBEEPTEN, RASSFIAE S 30
FREZELEKER

Figurel MSP of PTEN, RASSF1A gene promoter of

thyroid nodule disease

2.2 PTEN. RASSF1AZLHmRNAE k54545 ME:
PR AR O 2

PTEN., RASSF1AKE mRNA % ik BH P %
TEW A P9 54.2% . 45.8%; R Tk
73.6%. 79.6%; 4544 489.2% ., 87.0%. HiE
ZHPTEN., RASSF1AZERIMRNAZ ik FHVE R T A%
T HABFTL . BRI 41 PTEN,, RASSF1A
FEFAmRNAFR B BHMEZ 0 SXF A i, 25
WA G L ($#P<0.05) o Z5H 450 I
ZRIGEE S, IE2,
2.3 PTEN. RASSFIAJH G s F X H 3L 5
mRNAE LK R

FEARRIF]PTEN mRNAKE 5= Yy i FEAS v &
PR PTEN . RASSF1AH BAb 40 i & T
WL, R 4 A0 R e 4 30l 5 ) B A g, 22
S G E X (HP<0.05) 45 2H 5%
HESTHIEE L, iR,
2.4 PTEN, RASSFIAXH G 87 H Ffb 5 IR
R VR NP

RASSF1A mRNA
1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 M

F1A

M: 100bp DNA ladder; 1-10: PTC

PTEN mRNA
1 2 3 45 6 7 8 9 101112 M

B-actin
PTEN

M: 100bp DNA ladder; 1-6: thyroid adenoma; 7-12: PTC
ER2 ZT4ERER AR S ZEPTEN, RASSFIA mRNAFIALER
Figure2 RT-PCR analysis of PTEN, RASSF1A mRNA of

thyroid nodule disease

%2 PTEN. RASSFIAEFEE#F X FEL 5SmRNAK
Table2 Relationship between PTEN, RASSF1A gene

promoter methylation and mRNA expression

Groups PTEN mRNA RASSF1A mRNA
n M P n M P

PTC 12 8 0038 12 9" 0.040

Thyroid adenoma 7  5°  0.046 8 6 0.049

Nodular goiter 5 0 6 1

Normal controls 3 0 2 0

Notes: *: P<0.05, compared with normal controls; M: hypermethylation

PTENFIRASSF 1AL K H J Ak 5 55 BUIR i ges B
FREERERS A - ($9P<0.05) , H4ERY . 4535k
I PERITEE (B9P>0.05) , W3,

R BHRBREEEIBAMLFPTENSRASSFIAREREE)
FRELSRRERAXR

Table3 Relationship between PTEN, RASSF1A gene
promoter methylation in peripheral blood of thyroid cancer

and clinical indicators

Groups " PTEN RASSF1A
M UM P M UM P

Age(years)

=45 10 3 7 5 5

<45 14 5 9 0455 6 8 0.154

Gender

Male 13 3 10 3 10

Female 11 5 6 0065 8 3 0.038

Nodule size(cm)

=1 16 4 12 7 9

<1 8 4 4 0363 4 4 1.000

Lymph node metastasis

With 9 6 3 7 2

Without 15 2 13 0021 4 11 0.033

Notes: M: hypermethylation; UM: unhypermethylation

2.5 PTENFIRASSFIAJEKmRNA K # ik 5 HR
i B IR IR AR BRI R

PTENFIRASSF1A RN mRNAZ ik 5 HUIR IR i6
WREZEH A K (HP<0.05) , S4ER . TR0 45
RN (BP>0.05) , W34,
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Table4 Relationship between mRNA expression of PTEN,
RASSF1A in peripheral blood of thyroid cancer and clinical

indicators

" PTEN mRNA RASSFIA mRNA

Groups

#F= o= P + - P

Age(years)

=45 0 5 5 4 6

<45 14 8 60729 7 7 0.697
Gender

Male 13 9 4 8 5
Female 11 4 7 0217 3 8 0.123
Nodule size(cm)

=1 16 8 8 7 9

<1 8 5 30679 4 4 1.000
Lymph node metastasis

With 9 2 7 1 8
Without 15 11 4 0.033 10 5 0.013
3 g

DNAH AL JEA YA fE DN A H SL44 RS i (DN-
MTs) BIEFTT, Dhs-BRFFH B 20 A FH (AR, 7 H
FEER B ERE EAE R, AR R A7
TENIEBENDNA J3 81 X 2 kA B - S 80T
FERVTBRAY PG, i — e B 3L R 87X CpG
SR AL S & R RIS RS T,

DNA Ak A6 i S5 38 A= 1 b 4 gL
HIZAN R RE s R e A IR 2R 58, B AL i n]
VR I I R R S 2 I T [ Py A
) FE B RE AR AN FE R B 4 i bR AR & B
LR H Y S AB S 9 356 DR HEORR B g 1) ke
KIEA R HAWE BN AR RDNA R 34k,
KPR LS50 3] R TR i P A B g™

PTENJEIZ A M 11 & BRI ZE—A HAT W W R
Bl 5 Mk A I IR R e AR 2 S A
TRFAR RS, FEARE R, WA BhNE. T
TR EEPUNEER . WY B RPTENTE
N2 L2 g Hh ok B e R A0 R S R ) RE AR T
Alvarez-NufiezZ8"  FIM SP 78 53 5] Ji & P FIR it
P R BL52%PTEN = B 38 b i AF , $#2/RPTENJS
Bl F H 3L A FIR R 1) & AR e i e 5 A KA
FH o RS 2R ) 32 A 8 03] R R i L3k
JRI&E (papillary thyroid carcinoma, PTC ) , 25%iH
P 3Ll HIHPRRESTNM ] . g EE 4
P MRS O, XingZ A M Rl 18

AR e R BRI . BRI 4 ) 5 xR
WA E R A G FE L, PTENH L RAEH
TR TR AL, SHouZ HE B, g5H 4
PTENH IEAL R 5%t a4 Ho A 22 g i2F s X
PEL/RPTENH AL 78 HUR AR . FHOR AR BRg 55 HR
i b e 5 AR A . 53 AN FRT-PCRIL KGN &

PHFREZHPTEN mRNA 35 BHE FRAR T e 20 K 4%
FZ, $E7R7E FUR IR AR (98 B R HH PTENE [
o AL 2 HEmRNA R IR IEAG, HBEZ FOR IR
AR R HIPTENSL DR B b 3 7 1 2 it
AP HEmRNARG 5%

FEAFG M E]PTEN mRNAKE S 7™ Yy () FEAS
K BEPTENAS [ (1 H 3k ke s, HRRa . Boed
I RAL R B S T4 4, 459 R PTENS
K5 2+ X CPG & i H Ak ml el . T A%
TR FGE, R FEIE PP TENSR [ 1k /b 28 i
&K, FEOZIEENEERIE, MMM HPTENTE R
B FLSORIETE B R v I A s A L R, AR
BT RVERED . P 2EHE U PTENZE LR
IR HUR PR AL IR 1 kA . FERS I E LA T AL
iz —, HAKFRIE S INE sh 1 Xad B e
M PTENZE R 26 7 i IR A FE PTENJ [R 2 A% |
R R CPG I R AL, A E R PTCRYILE &
AR R, HATREMBUELI L5 H4/PTEN
JE A T HE S 30 415 PTENSL [ 26 3 Fiis 56 [ 119
WO, T WangZEUOBESE T 1256 R R PTC 2,
HA9.6%MPTCEH HA-EHA/PTEN L F H HF .
BruniZE 7RG A 26051 FEUIR IR R bR A X 8 B4 &
ORI BIPTENIL A s 2848 . [ILPTEN CPG &) i
FH A 2 T SR PR 2R 3 () E 2 A

RASSF1AJE—Fh e S g J il JL 4, %3k
DR 2 2k p 1 6 5L DK IR 2 PR 26 B v B AL R
B I SN Z — . RASSFIAR 81T IX CpG
55 19 e H AR T e Ak e O B A T2 iR i v B
B, Xing % ST K& B R IRFEFTC . PTC
RASSFIAH JLALR I AN RE N &, MFTCHY
U, TR A AR DR R R R & B e, R
A TN K S A S BRASSF 1 A S i 2 FIR i
Jisss % A B SR IS F 22 — . SchagdarsurenginZs"!
TA A i B DR B e S R B B B RASSF 1A Y Ak %
MR . AW BRI . FURIE4IRASSF1A
O Ab e B S 0 vy, DR T P 1 FE LA
B T HURBR R, HL & 2 0] 22 54 4 it
22 . FERRASSFIAJEH S 3+ X H Ak J&
FFR R 8 o 8 UL B o AR 2R R, R AL
RASSFIAFEH m H L SXT A R E R A5
TIA R S, T FER B bR & A 1 R R s B
RASSF1ARLH G 87 X b st 2s . FATTHRT-
PCRAGIMRASSF1A mRNAZ L FHYER, & BLH
FE AR T IR 4 S S5 FE 20, A8 BOR IR s o A7 A
RASSF1AFLR I REBRIE

i X DNA F LB S g, AT & B
S0 20 L TP AEAE S 8 DN A L ARR A S R 4] i
PR AL K REAR s SR PR Y R s F X
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SR OO IR VP B S7S PSP Nl 1B S T
P 5L R o B FE A, AT SRk 2 Al . AR SY
R R P ARA I FIRASSF1A mRNAR 5% ™
YIIREAS A7 fERASSF1A L B H Ak . 9 S A
S B B X IR A DNA B Ak oKs B 42 BH i
ST SR FE G, Il L R A G AL S ak i
SRR, B RASSF1A L B &5 H LAk i s
A REE SRR ITIR RN Z —, RELK
ELIESEAE AR Z R PR A7 fERASSFIA % 1A
e, X 5RASSFIAJL [ 8 FCpG i i H 34k
5 RASSF 1AL R % 5Bl A7 K, [HAh2EUE
S FIDNA A 0 1 751 Ak #LE DR) 3 2k Bl 2k 1 40 i
Jo, FERFRIRHEBEE RILRASSF1A R H
FEALREBRASSFIASL F L SRy, X Fh st il
A 2R3 2 FRCER B i A v i — A A 3R

A5 HPTEN . RASSF1AZE A H AL K K
mRNAREHHELSHBEA X, ZRWARIT#
=Y, 4535 /RPTENHRASSFIAKLH S 51 H
JEAb Ko L 8 Tl AP B 22 90 R ] B 2 5 i) IR s
B TS o FEXT B 2H A0 I R F8 b b 4 740 B s & B
PTEN, RASSFIABERH AR 5404 . PEq]. H
ARBREE TR/ B BAH O

UT JUAEAIF T S 7 1 P FRHR B8 2 35 236 R AT
RE FTHaR, B S TR, FURAR
AR 2 5 o R e R K A R e A
FI % B H R B iR 23 AR AR 6 T2 W K TS
HEEZW, AR R B/RPTENFIRASSFIA
FE R 8- DX BRI e whof e o B Ak B L
MRNAAE T IR WL E B Hede, PTENAHIRASSFIA
LR s 7 X F AL T RE R S B L R Bk 1
JRH Z — o SANNE R FE R, A S T
Z, IR A MBET, O HURIRSS T ROGHE
. FH 2 TS IR R A T Rt
M, 7 BT A0 B B g & AR R Y
TR, 058 HOBR AR R A 53 A AT
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